
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1775 March 14, 2011 
b 1702 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CAMPBELL) at 5 o’clock 
and 2 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

SPECIALIST JAKE ROBERT 
VELLOZA POST OFFICE 

Mr. ROSS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 793) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 12781 Sir Francis Drake Boule-
vard in Inverness, California, as the 
‘‘Specialist Jake Robert Velloza Post 
Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 793 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SPECIALIST JAKE ROBERT VELLOZA 

POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 12781 
Sir Francis Drake Boulevard in Inverness, 
California, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Specialist Jake Robert Velloza Post Of-
fice’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Specialist Jake Robert 
Velloza Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. ROSS) and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ROSS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROSS of Florida. I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 793, introduced by 

the gentlelady from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY), would designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 12781 Sir Francis Drake Boule-

vard in Inverness, California, as the 
‘‘Specialist Jake Robert Velloza Post 
Office.’’ The bill is cosponsored by the 
entire California State delegation and 
was, favorably, without amendment, 
reported out of the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform last 
Thursday, March 10. 

It is altogether fitting and proper 
that we name this post office in Inver-
ness for Army Specialist Velloza to 
honor a true American hero and his 
service to our country. 

Jake Robert Velloza was born on 
June 21, 1986, in Santa Rosa, California; 
and he grew up in Inverness. From a 
young age, he knew that he wanted to 
serve his country in the military. His 
high school football coach recalled 
after his death: ‘‘He was set on his 
goals. He was one of those young men 
who knew what he wanted to do and 
did it. Service to his country is what 
appealed to him.’’ 

Specialist Velloza enlisted in the 
Army in 2006 and was assigned to the 
Army’s 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division based out of Fort 
Hood, Texas. Tragically, on May 2, 
2009, Specialist Velloza was shot and 
killed by enemy forces while on his 
second tour of duty in Mosul, Iraq. He 
was 22 years old, and left behind his 
fiancee, Danielle Erwin, whom he had 
proposed to just 6 months prior to his 
tragic death. For his bravery and serv-
ice to his country, Specialist Velloza 
was awarded the Bronze Star and Pur-
ple Heart, both of which were presented 
to his parents, Robert and Susan 
Velloza. 

Mr. Speaker, having a father who 
fought and served in World War II, 
along with three brothers who are all 
combat veterans of the Vietnam war, it 
is a privilege for me to stand here 
today before this body and honor the 
memory of a true American hero. As 
the Representative of Florida’s 12th 
Congressional District, I have the 
honor of representing many of our 
brave retired servicemembers who were 
based out of MacDill Air Force Base in 
Tampa, just a few miles west of my dis-
trict. 

The men and women who were once 
based out of MacDill and those who 
currently work there have much in 
common with Specialist Velloza, a cou-
rageous young man who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice promoting freedom and 
protecting our great Nation. 

I am grateful for the service of Spe-
cialist Velloza and for all of those who 
serve and protect us each and every 
day. I urge all Members to join me in 
strong support of this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LYNCH. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
First of all, I would like to thank the 

gentleman for his kind remarks. 
Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 

House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H.R. 793, which would rename the 

United States Postal Service facility 
at 12781 Sir Francis Drake Boulevard in 
Inverness, California, as the Specialist 
Jake Robert Velloza Post Office Build-
ing. 

The measure before us was first in-
troduced by my colleague and friend, 
Representative LYNN WOOLSEY from 
California, on February 17, 2011. The 
bill is cosponsored by all 52 members of 
the California delegation. Further, 
H.R. 793 was taken up by the House 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform on March 10, 2011, and 
was reported out of the committee on 
the same day. 

I would like to briefly highlight some 
of the achievements and honorable 
service of Specialist Velloza. The only 
son of Robert and Susan Velloza, Spe-
cialist Jake Velloza was a lifelong resi-
dent of Inverness, California. Specialist 
Velloza graduated from high school in 
2004 and attended the College of Marin 
before enlisting in the Army in 2006. 
Specialist Velloza was a member of the 
1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, 
3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division sta-
tioned out of Fort Hood, Texas. Army 
Specialist Velloza was serving in 
Mosul, Iraq, when he was killed in ac-
tion by enemy fire on May 2, 2009. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of this 
young man’s bravery and accomplish-
ments, I ask that we pass the under-
lying bill without reservation and pay 
tribute to the commitment and sac-
rifice made by Specialist Velloza on be-
half of our country. 

I urge the passage of H.R. 793. 
Mr. Speaker, at this time, I yield 5 

minutes to the lead sponsor of this 
measure, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia, Representative LYNN WOOLSEY. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been my honor to introduce and shep-
herd to the floor H.R. 793, a bill paying 
tribute to an American hero in my 
home district. 

On May 2, 2009, Army Specialist Jake 
Robert Velloza of Inverness, California, 
was shot and killed during an attack 
by Iraqi soldiers near the city of Mosul. 
He was 22 years old and on his second 
tour in Iraq. He was the only child of 
Bob and Susan Velloza. He was engaged 
to be married to Danielle Erwin, pro-
posing to her on the Golden Gate 
Bridge, between deployments, 6 months 
before his death. 

Jake was a stand-out athlete at 
Tomales High School like his father 
before him. He attended the College of 
Marin, and following in his grand-
father’s footsteps, worked at the North 
Marin Water District. Yet he knew 
from the time he was in his teens that 
he wanted to serve, and he joined the 
Army in 2006. Jake knew that he might 
not make it back home. 

He left behind a moving poem, full of 
courage and grace, that was read at his 
funeral. In it, he comforted his family 
and his friends by saying: ‘‘Don’t 
grieve for me now for I am free. Be not 
burdened with times of sorrow. I wish 
you the sunshine of tomorrow.’’ 
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